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00,000 TO WITNESS
ARIZONA LAUNGHING

Mate to World’s Biggest Battle-
ship to Enter the Water
Next Saturday.

GALA DAY IN BROOKLYN YARD

Date Set to Get the Month’s High-
est Tide—Name Borne by
Three Fighting Ships.

The superdreadnought Arizona, which,
when she goes into commission about a
year Lence, will share with her sister
ship, the Pennsylivania, the honor of
heing the world's biggest commissioned
battleship, will be launched at the Navy
Yard, in Brookiyn, at 1 o'clock next
Saturday afternoon. Arrangements have
been made for 50,000 people to see the
great ship plunge into the water, while
the massed bands of sixX superdread-
noughts and dreadnoughts, which will
be in the Navy Yard at the time, roll
out the national anthem.

The launching has been set for 1
o'clock, because at that hour the spring
tide, which comes only twice a month,
will be highest and the Arizona will
need every drop of water she can get
when Naval Constructor John E. Bailey
gives the order to * saw Off.”’

The yard will be decorated and all
ships will be * full dressed.”

When the Arizona shoots down the
greased ways she will be between 65
and G4 per cent. cormapleted. Her launch-
ing weight will be about 13,000 tons.
The engines, turrets, boat cranes, masts
and many smaller structures, machines
and fittings have been in process of
construction in the Navy Yard shops
for months and the installation of them

will begin a few days after the
launching.

Tae launching is a wvital and anxious
moment in the buillding of a ship.
'Taking in the sliding ways, cradle, and
the tinchers which move with the ship,
the total moving weight of the Arizona
will be about 13,000 tons. When it is.
considered that the speed of the ship as
she enters the water will be about twen-
tv-two fecet per second, or fifteen miles
an hour, the tremendous momentum
may be realized and the disastrous re-I
cults that would follow errors in calcu-!
iations imagined. !

From the time the blocks are re-
moved until launching takes place, the
ship is prevented from sliding by hy-
draulic triggers which engage ithe slid-
ing ways near the middle of their

by hydraulic piston rams contained in,

estimated to vary from 1,700 to 2,900
pounds per square inch. These cylinders
are controlled by a hand operated valve.
The Construction Officer will person-
ally take charge of this valve in order:
that it may not be released prematurely.

" To release it before all men and ob-:
structions were clear might bring de-~’
struction to ship and workers alike.

i'ntil recently the method employed to|
free a ship when ready to launch was to
saw off the upper ends of the sliding
ways just aft of a point at which they

. were sacurely bolted to the fixed ways.
' The new method is perhaps less spec-,

tacular, but guicker and more effective.:
The new Arizona is the third Amer-'

ican war vessel to bear the name of the

voungest of the States. The first Ari-
zona was an iron side wheel steamer,
Jaunched in 1859. 1In the civil war she
was commanded by Captain Daniel I2.

Upnton and was a part of the West Gulf
Blockading Squadron under Farragut
in 1853. She participated in the attacks
on Fort Beauregard, La., and in the:
expedition to Sabine Pass, Texas, where
she ran aground, but later escaped, al-’
though several other ships in the squad-
ron were disabled and compelled to sur-;
iender,. In the same year she was|
practically put out of commission due to
loss of men from yellow fever. In the
foliowing year, 1&i34, the Arizona was
agaipn in the Gulf blockading force and
did crediiable service under Captain
HHoward Tibbits. Feb. 27, 1865, the first
Arizona caught fire and was destroyed.

The second Arizona was launched art
the Philadeiphia Navy Yard in 18435, and
named the Neshaming. Her name was
vhanged to Arizona on JMay 135, 1&6G9.

e name was again changed on Aug.
10, 1869, this time to the Nevada. She
was placed out of commission at New
York in 18G9 and condemned by the
Goldsborough Board as ‘‘a lamentable
and glaring instance of waste of ef-
forts, and a downright squuandering of
means.’’

The new Arizona will be the fourth
battleship and the third of the dJdread-
nought type to be launched at the Navy
Yard in DBrooklyn. The first was the
Connecticut, fizzship of ** Bob ™ Evans,
“Thomas and Sperry, on the voyage
around the world. The second was the
dreadnought Floriga, which was .\d-
miral Fletcher's fiagship during fignt-
ing at Vera Cruz last year. The third
was the new superdreadnought New
York, flagship of Vice Admiral Mazo,
commanding tke First Division of *hLe
Atlantic Fleet.

The Arizona will have a displaceme~nt
when commissioned of 31,400 tons, or
about 4,500 tons more than the present
New York. She will have a main bat-
tery of (welve 14-inch guns mounted
three to a turret, whereas the the New
York has ten guns of that calibre
mounted two to a turret. sShe will be
manned by 53 officers and 927 mern.
When rezdy for commission she wi'l
have cost the Government about 12,-
000, D00,

The Arizona will be named by Miss
Iisther Ross of Prescott, Ariz.  Mliss
Ross wil) smash a bottie of American
champagne against the ship as «he
starts on her Journey to the water.
‘Those who are expected to witness the
launching include Secretary of the Navy
Dauniels, Assistant Secretary of the Navy
Roosevelt, Admiral Fletcher, Vice Ad-
miral -Mayvo, Rear Admirals Usher,
Boush, McLean, and Coffman, General
Leonard Wood, various citv and bor-
ough officials, officers of the army on
duty in and near New York, members

of the Navy League, and thousands of
invited guests.
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