BATTLESHIP ARIZONA
. GETS SET-OF SILVER

Mayor of Mexican Border Town,
Many Times Under Fire, Tells
- Story of the Launching.

NOT ‘A PROHIBITION -AFFAIR

Champagne- Bottie Bfoke, but Mate,
with Spill from Roosevelt Dam,
Wlthstood the Shock.

A sllver service of sixty pleces, the
gift of the people of the State of Ari-
rona, was presented to the battleship
Arizona yesterday afternoon at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard. = The presenta-
tion was made by Captain L. W. Mix,
who has been Mayor of Nogales for
three terms, and who represented Gov-
ernor Thomas E. Campbell of Arizona.

Several hundred persons, representa-
tives of the State of Arizona, friends
of the officers, officers of the various
ghips in_the yard, and of the Brazilian
cruiser Sao Paulo were present on the
after deck of the Arizona to witness the
presentation. :

As sikx bells struck, the officers and
crew were brought to the after deck,
where, under a canopy that covered the
three fourteen-inch guns, the silver
service was displayed, with a naval
guard of honor around it. 2

Captain John H. Dayton, “who is in
command of the Arizona, introduced
Captain Mix as a °‘resident of Nogales,
which i{s on the border line of Mexico,
and who, as resident of that place, had
been under fire more times than many
of us veterans of the great war.”
© After giving a brief description of the
endeavors of the people of Arizona to
have one of the three new battleships in
the course of construction in 1914 named
after their State, Captain Mix went on
to tell & new story in connection with
the launching of the ship.

“When the time arrived for the
launching, Governor Hunt then being. in
the chalr, made me¢ the Chairman ®f the
committee to go to;iNew York to be pres-
ent at the christening ceremonies. One
of the party carried a bottle of water,
the first over the spllivay of the Roose-
velt Dam, and he wanted to have this
broken over the bow of the Arizona at
the launching. We were received by,

Secretary Danigls at the Navy Depart-
ment, and by Iresident Wilson at the
‘W‘hlte House.

*The morning of our arvivai, the
newspapers had large headlines saying
that the battleship Arizona wus to b(.
christened with water, and that 375
bluejackets had refused to ship on her.
i it was done. During our reception,,
Secretary Daniels asked Governor Hunt
if he saw theée article about the blue-
jackets refusing to ship, on the Ari-
zond, to which the Governor repilied:
‘*Yes.” ‘Then Secretary Daniels said:
‘*Well, Governor, notwithstanding thut,
we leave the question entirely to »ou
whether it is to be water or othcerwise.'
The Governor turned to me and said the
matter was entirely up to the comniit-
tee, of whlch I was Chez n*mdn I ac-
cepted the ‘ passing of the buck,” and re-
plied: * Well, Governor, our cominittee
gettled that questmn ‘before our party
left Arizona. and our fdecision is thot
the ship will be christened in the good
old way—with champagne.” ”’

The water member of the party, Cap-
tain Mix said, felt cresifallen about this
decision, but Captain Mix said, **1 re-
lieved his feelings by telling- him that he

could hang the bottle of Roosevelt Dam
water—or any other dam water——on the
same cord with the champagne.”’

According to Captain Mix' the bottle
was ‘‘prcpared’” at a jeweler's, and when
the time for. the Lmnt.hing arrived, and _
Mis3 Ross swung the cord with the two
bottles, the bot.ue ‘containing the cham-
pegne broke. - Some one in the erowd
said, ““Oh the. bottle of water did not
break," and somne one else in the crowd
said, “* Of course not, it was not in-
tended to.” '

** When the bow of the ship arrlved
at the end cof the ways,” Captain Mix
said In c¢onclusion, ‘“ a tall bluejacket
drew up th= bottle of water and dropped
it into the river and the good ship
Arizona went on her way with honor.”

‘“I am for a great navy.” ecaid
LUnited Statcs Se‘mtor Henry F. Ashurvst
of Arizona in his address. ** One of the
first votey I cast was for a great navy.
When I look about and sce all these
submarines, battleships and destroyvers
I feel -glad, for It has been seca power
that has won. WAars. Ve must not have
a navy that iIs ‘ just large enough,” but
one capable of protecting our entire
coast. YWe had hoped to have a league
that would have prevented war, but
I am for both, a league to prewent war,
and a largen n'n%"

Captain Dayt accepted the gift in
the name of Sccrotary Danifels. and for
the officers and members of the crew.
To Captain Mix he sald: ** Accept our
thanks to you, and through you to’the
people of Arizona.’’

Among those present were Rear Ad-
miral ¢/ B. Brittain, Lieut. Commander
P.@MV. Bates of Annanolis, ald to Captain
Mix ; Lieut. Gen. Bul‘ard near Admiral
Plunkett. Captain John H. Dayton, Ad-
miral McDonald. commander of the navy
vard:; Admiral Henry B. Wilson. com-
mander of the Atlantic Fleet, and Mrs.
L. Bradford Prince. who plesented the
silver service to the battleship New Mex-
ico from the people of that State.
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